ABSTRACT Here, we describe four novel circular single-stranded DNA viruses discovered in fungus-farming termites (Odontotermes sp.). The viruses, named termiteassociated circular virus 1 (TaCV-1) through TaCV-4, are most similar to members of the family Genomoviridae and were widely detected in African termite mounds.
TaCV-4, which were found in 2, 3, and 1 mound, respectively. Notably, TaCVs were only detected in the worker caste. Since termite workers ingest fungi and maintain the fungal gardens (13, 14) , and genomoviruses have been identified in both fungi and insects (15, 16) , it is difficult to predict the host of the novel TaCVs described here. Nevertheless, the widespread detection of TaCVs in termite mounds suggests that these ssDNA viruses may play a role in the ecology of fungus-farming termite systems.
Accession number(s).
The genome sequences of termite-associated circular virus 1 (TaCV-1) through TaCV-4 have been deposited in GenBank under the accession numbers MG917674 to MG917677.
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